Pelican Poop Sheet
Volume 39 June 1, 2017

New on the roster: Captain Rick Magalis, USN (ret) (1978-1980); AE1 Daniel Reed, USN(ret) (AE3 early
1960’s)

Lost contact: Kelly Glass (YN3 1967-1970); James Koening (ATN2 1962-1964); Charles Houck (1S3 1984);
Susan McMillian (PN3 1988-1991); Keith Sacht (ATN2 1970-1972)

Taps: CDR Robert Epperly, USN (ret) (1947-1949); RADM Paul J. Mulloy, USN (ret) (1963-1966); AVCM
Robert Hogan, USN (ret) (AT2 1950-1954); AEC Barney Kane, USN(ret) (AEC 1965-1968); MS1 David
Morenus, USN(ret) (MS2 1973-1977); Jim Wojton (AT3 1959-1962); Dan Provence (1980’s)

ATTENTION ON DECK!!

If you served or worked on the Brunswick Naval Air Station

Please consider purchasing a NASB shirt cost is $ 35.00 each and for $ 5.00 more you may have your
squadron and years on the right sleeve-- all proceeds go to the NASB reunion fund to help keep the cost
down for folks attending the all base reunion

August 10-12 2018 -- these shirts and hats can be purchased on our website which

is http://nasbreunion.org/

Also please plan on joining us at the all base reunion

August 10-12 2018

The NASB Reunion website is up and running!
The 2nd NASB Reunion is scheduled for the weekend of August 10-12, 2018.
More than 250 people attended the 1st Reunion in 2016, and we are looking to build upon that success

Reunion merchandise including hats, polo shirts, patches, and coins is available for purchase on the
website

All monies from the sales of merchandise will defray the costs for the 2018 NASB reunion

Schedule and lodging details will follow soon; save the date now and please share with your friends who
served or worked at NASB

We hope you'll join our celebration of the heritage of NASB in the beautiful backdrop of summer in
Maine!

THE WEBSITE ADDRESS IS: http://nasbreunion.org/

If you have any comments or suggestions, please forward them to the Reunion Committee
nasbreunion@gmail.com

“The NASB Reunion Committee is a volunteer, not-for-profit organization pursuing 501(C)3 status.”


https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fnasbreunion.org%2F&h=ATM44lzs-VJH_X8rrxkolc5aKO4zWHRGgm5vagRwU7xCASVKVaaZNq2rq-w9j-5YLqXgeQ2P5tetAI3Eqm99O5vdw8l6aEPkRiYv5ydJGtjTks3dGuodfpJrZNUTP_bdWEHDXNiOdiXRQQ&enc=AZNrfc2BT8LVTZbu-lRq2bpJlIMpki-qlLYNidE0l9NdphRDPnSBRLG6eI0gn0D5anTKNDBwwYVdICqxV0mpwAxyVeRgRJmAYq504XE7508DcrY4ivLnLM5laUYVR4i5bllzSAzEOVwuEF1neRd852lW8L3AaYdHgqkYu9DM1EkMRtB0-JEOHM5jfhDP6L8PC6M&s=1
http://nasbreunion.org/
mailto:nasbreunion@gmail.com

NAS Brunswick Base Paper “ Patroller” May 1991
Posted on VP-44 Facebook Group by Jason Norville (AE2 1989-1991)

The Pelican

Once upon a midnight dreary, while we studied, weak and weary,
over many a worthless volume of NATOPS lore,

while we nodded, mostly napping, suddenly there came a tapping
as if someone gently rapping, rapping at the hangar door

“tis some visitor,” we stuttered, “tapping at the hangar door.”
only this and nothing more.

Back into the hangar turning, all our eyes so red and burning
soon again we heard a tapping, somewhat louder than before
“surely,” said we, “surely there is something at the hangar door.”
Let us see, then, what there is, and this mystery explore

let our heads be still a moment and this mystery explore

“tis the wing and nothing more?”

Opening here the latch and shutter, when with a flit and flutter in
there flew a golden pelican of the saintly days of yore

not the least deference made he, not a minute stopped or stayed he

but the sullen image of condemnation, perched above our hangar door
perched, and sat, and nothing more.

Then this golden bird beguiling, our tired faces into smiling
from the grave and stern decorum of the countenance it wore
but the silence not unbroken, and the stillness gave no token
and the only word there spoken was whispered, “nevermore.”
This we whispered, and an echo murmured back, “nevermore.”
Merely this and nothing more.

Much we marveled this ungainly fowl to hear discourse so plainly
though its answer little solace, little solace it bore

for we cannot help agreeing, that no living human being

ever yet was blessed with seeing, this bird above their hangar door
bird or beast upon the broken frame that forms our hangar door
with such a message, “nevermore.”

But the pelican sitting lonely, on the door spoke only

that one word as if his soul, in that word he did outpour

nothing further, then he uttered, not a feather then he fluttered

‘til he scarcely more than uttered, “other friends have gone before. . .”
“VP-7, 18, and 21 have gone before.”

Then the bird said, “nevermore.”

Startled at the stillness broken, by reply so aptly spoken
“doubtless,” said we, “what it utters is its only stock and store.”
Caught from some unhappy master, whom unmerciful disaster
followed fast and followed faster, 'til his wing was cut no more
"til the dirges of his hope, that cruel burden he bore

of “nevermore.”

But the pelican still beguiling, our faces into smiling

straight we wheeled an Orion in front of bird on hangar door
then upon the tarmac sinking, we beset ourselves to thinking
fancy unto fancy, thinking what this ominous bird of yore

what this grim, ungainly, ghastly, gaunt and ominous bird of yore
meant in saying, “nevermore.”

Thus we sat in guessing, but no syllable expressing

to the fowl whose fiery eyes now burned into the hangar floor

this and more we sat divining, with our hands at ease reclining

on the frozen tarmac shining, with the snow plows running over
that same frozen tarmac shining, with the snow plows running over
we shall fly above it, nevermore.

Then we thought the air grew denser, pierced from an unseen sensor
scanned by eyes whose view had seen our hangar floor

“alas,” we cried, “that God hath lent thee, by his angels he hath

sent thee respite and relief from this fetid conus cycle sore

relief and joy, no more ASWOC debriefs in store

quote the pelican, “nevermore.”

Be that word our sign of parting, “bird or angel,” we said upstarting
“go thee back to tell them what we have in store.”

“Leave no dollar as a token,” about the flag night we have spoken,
“tell to all that we are broken — the next flag night is no more,

unless they shall pay it.” Now take thy form from off our hangar

door quote the pelican, “nevermore.”

But the pelican still beguiling, his face now smiling

rose and spread his wings to fly away from forty-four

“I leave this as a token,” said he, “your flag night debt is broken.”
Quote the pelican, “nevermore.”



Fair winds and following seas Patrol Squadron 44

Al approximately noan, May 31,
1991 the command pennant of VP44
will be lowered for the final time. The
ceremaony will mark the end of forty
years and four months of dedicated
service. [nattendance will be person-
nel from actoss the country, paying
their last respects to @ squadron they
loved,

The guest speaker will be RADM
S.F.Gallo, Deputy Chief of Naval Per
sonnel. His illustrious carcer includes
command tours with VP-24, COM-
PATWING Eleven, COM-
PATWINGSLANT, and COM.
FAIRMED. Hix remarks are expect-
ed to be memaorable

The S2nd Commanding Officer,
CDR Alan M, Harms, affer 756 days
on board, in his 50th week as CO. plans
10 adddress his troops for the final time.
Raised in Modesto. California, Harms

reported o VP-45 in 1975, His career
includes tours with COMPATWING
Eleven, Commander Carrier Group
EIGHT, USS Independence, USS
Dwight D, Eisenhower, VP-23, and
COMPATWING Five,

Four of VP-44"s “oldest airplanes™
will remain on active duty within
Wing FIVE The other four aircraft
will be transferred 10 VP92, The
Commanding Officer of VP-92, CDR
H. C. Rottler, will be on hand 10 accep!

the final aircraft. Other past COs of
VP-44attencting the ceremony include
CAPT Serrell, CAPT Comn, CAPT
Thompson, CDR Lichwals, and CDR
Spearman.

Harms, in accordance with Naval
Tradition, will report 1o CAPT Ray
Figueras, Commander Potro) Wing
FIVE, that he is “prepared to be re
lieved ™ At that time Patrol Squadron
FORTY-FOUR will have completed
over 113,200 hours of accident-free
fying, This totals almost 19 years of
fying without an incident. This is not
a number only COR Harms and the
current members of VP-44 are proud
of, but also many members who have
since been retired can look back on
with pride, Thank you NAS Bruns.
wick, and GOOD-BYE PATROI
SQUADRON FORTY-FOUR. YOU
WILL BE MISSED.

May 24 saw the final operational flight of a VP-44 aircraft. The crew conducted one last ASW surface altack train.
Ing mission. A special guest aboard the flight was RADM Jon S. Coleman, Commander Patrol Wings Atlantic. At-
ter a successful exercise, the P-3C, piloted by squadron CO, CDR Alan Harms, touched down st NAS and taxied
to Hangar Five North where the crew gathered for a parting shot, Front row from left: AW2 S. D. Drew, AWC(AW)
R. 5. Brogdon, AWCS(AW) D. M. Bingham, AXCS S. R. Bowman, AMHC D. W, Therlault, AOC D. M. Kirby.

Back row: LCDR J. D, Alexander, COR Harms, RADM Coleman, LCDR M. 5, Stafiej, LT H. J. Nicolay.




Patrol Squadron Forty-Four — Living History of ASW

When Patrol Squadron Forty-four
is disestablished May 31, 1991 one of
the most historical ASW squadrons
ever assembled will be no more. In this
article and articles to follow, | hope 1o
give you a flavor of the history of VP-
44; our beginnings, our accomplish-
ments, and litthe known facts about our
family, VP44,

Three squadrons from Naval Avia-
tion's prowd history have borne the
designation of VP44 prior 1o the pre-
sent day Golden Pelicans.

The first VP44 evolved from VP-
20in Seatthe, Washington. VP20 flew
the PBY Catalina and on July |, 1939,
was redesignated VP-44, The desig-
nation was short-lived when in
November 1940, the command was
redesignated as VP61 and changed
homeport to Alameda, California,

The second VP-4 of record, Patrol
Bombing Squadron 44 (originally
designated VP-44 but changed to
VBP-44 in October 1944) was com-
missioned June 3, 1941 at NAS San
Diego, California with twelve PBY
SA aircraft assigned. Early in 1942,
the squadron transferred (o Pearl Har-
bor and on May 23, 1942, deployed 1o
Midway Island for combat operation.

On September 29, 1943, the
squadron took custody of 15 new
PBY-5A aircralt which were painted
black and began participation in the

famous “Black Car™ operations in
connection with the Leyte and Luzon
campaigns in the Philippines during
January 1945, Following its two
highly successful 15-month deploy-
ments to the Pacific, the VP-4 “Black
Cats™ returned 10 San Dicgo, where
the syuadron was decommisshoned on
Muy 8, 1945,

Like the first VP-44, the third
squadron to bear the name evolved
through i redesignation and was also
short-Fved. In August 1948, Medium
Seaplane Squadyon FOUR (VP-MS-
4) was changed to VP44, and senl 10
the Caribbean to carry out s primary
mission of search und rescue, this time
flying the PBAM “Mariner.” The
squadron transferred back to Norfolk
where it was decommissioned on Jan-
uary 20, 1950,

North Korean forces crossed the
A8th paraliel in June 1950 2nd the Cold
War became hot. OnJanuary 31, 1951,
the fourth and carrent Patrol Squadron
FORTY-FOUR was commissioned ot
Norfolk, Virginia. Once again in fly.
ing PBM “"Muariner,” the squadron’s
primary mission was 1o be ASW,

In 1952, the squadron became the
first to receive the PSM- | “Marfin™
seaplape and cross the Atlamtic with
the aircraft for a deployment in

Europe. Barely five years in the fleet,
e o

the “Golden Pelicans™ received the
first COMNAVAIRLANT Battle
Efficicncy "E™ ever in 1959, after
three consecutive “E's,” VP44
carned the Captain Arnokd Jay Isbell
Trophy for continued ASW excel-
lence.

Little Known Fact: Did you know
VP44 holds the recond for the longest
taxiing aircradl,

Next week Patrol Squadron Forty-
four during the turbulent 60°s & 70°x,



A brief history of VP-44 — The 60s and 70s

Last week we saw the beginnings
of VP-44, This week, in part two of
a three part series, we will take &
look at the squadron’s survival of
the sixties, the introduction of the P-
3 Orion, and the mission changes (n
the 70s.

After (ransitioning to the
Lockheed P2V "Neptune™ in
October 1961, VP-44 began its
second Mediterranean deployment.
One month after returning to
Norfolk, the squadron moved 1o
NAS Patuxent River, Maryland
where 4 third squadron aircraft
transition was initiated. In August,
1962, the first P-3A “Orion™
christened “Rigel™ taxied up to the
VP-44 line. The transition was
tested very quickly when the Cuban
missile crisis crupted over a Soviet
freighter carrying missiles made all
the national wire services and stood
as testimony to VP-44’s

Returning from a deployment to
Argentia, Newfoundland in May
1964, VP-44 was awarded yet
another Baule Efficiency “E” and
the Captain Arnold Jay Isbell
Trophy for ASW excellence, In
1965, a detachment was re-
established at Argentia and
operational exercises were flown
out of Bermuda and Puerto Rico.
For the second year in a row, the
Pelicans ecarned the Battle
Efficiency “E™.

In 1968, after several years of
research work, the squadron

deployed to Keflavik, Iccland and
Lajes, Azores, which resulted in
another Battle Efficiency “E™ for
the Pelicans. In the fall of 1969, the
squadron added & first to its record
with a four-month deployment 1o
Sigonella, Sicily, the first P-3A
squadron to operate out of
Sigonclla,

After retuming to Patuxent River,
VP-44 made the move to its present
homeport at NAS Brunswick,
Maine in July 1970. Concurrently,
crews were deployed to the
Mediterranean 10 operate with the
Sixth Flect during the Jordanian
crisis, earning the Golden Pelicans
their first Meritorious Unit
Commendation (MUC),

The CNO Safety Award was
presented to VP-44 in September
1975. In December they deployed
to Bermuda and Lajes. The
squadron enjoyed exceptional
success in ASW operations during
this deployment and received their
second MUC.

Two years later the Pelicans
began their initial preparation for
transition to the Navy's newest

“Orion™, the P-3C Update II,
Bxtensive sircrew and malnienance
training continued into 1978, with
the first Update II arriving in May,
The squadron completed its
transition and flew the last P-3A
flight by an operational squadron in
November 1978, With this flight,
the Golden Pelicans became the
first Navy squadron to exclusively
employ the P-3C Update If aircraft.

The following spring saw VP-44
begin its long-awaited deployment
1o Keflavik, Iceland with the
Update II platform. The new
airframe exceeded all expectations
as the Golden Pelicans pushed it 10
the limit. Their quest for ASW
excellence won them the “Top
Blood Hound”, “Silver Anchor”,
“Golden Anchor™ and “Golden
Wrench™ awards. VP-44 also
received its third MUC and topped
the entire VP Fleet by eaming its
seventh COMNAVAIRLANT
Banle “E" Award,

The world changes in the
Eighties, as does the role of the
ASW community, Next week we
examine the challenge of the new
decade and what it meant 1o VP-44,
In the May 30 issue of The
PATROLLER there will be a
special 4-page look at Patrol
Squadron FORTY-FOUR in honor
of the squadron’s disestablishment,
Don't it

“A light purse is & heavy curse.” -
Benjamin Franklin, U.S. stafesman




VP-44 - the last ten years

From September 1980 until Febru-
ary 1981, the Golden Pelicans com-
pleted a highly successful deployment
10 Kalena, Okinswa. Operating
throughout the Western Pacific and
Imdian Oceans, the squadron provided
the first HARPOON capable aircrafi
in the Indian Ocean for Battle Group
Suppart. During the deployment, the
squadron won the “Platinum Link"
award from CTF 72 for excellence in
NTDS Data Link Operations. Closing
out 1981 on deployment in Rota/la-
Jes, VP-44 completed another banner
year with the Top Blood Hound award
and its eighth Batde Efficiency E.

The year 1983 began with a 65-day
detachment o WESTPAC while the
remainder of the squadron deployed to
Bermuda. The WESTPAC detach-
ment experienced a highly successful
toarr, culminating in the sclection of

muarine in the Meditermaneisn to date,
for which they were awarded the pres-
tiglous Sixth Fleet “Hook 'Em™
award. The Squadron returned from
Sigonella with a revised logo and a
new maotto, “It's not the pluform, it's
the people.”

In 1985, alwaysaleader, VP-44 was

the first Wing Five squadron to utilize
the new flying Operational Readiness
Examination (ORE) format, setting
ly high standards for East

Combat Aircrew SEVEN as the
WESTPAC “Crew of the Moath,” the
first time an East Coast squadron had
ever won this coveled distinction,

In March 1984, VP44 retumned (o
Sigonella, Sicily for the first time since
theirinvolvement in the Jordaaian Cri-
sigin 1970, While in Sigonella, VP-44
conducted the single most successful
prosecution of a Soviet nuclear sub-

Coast squadrons. Also in 1985, enlist-
ed women were integrated into the
squadron far the first time, Deployed
10 Rota/Lajes from July 1985 10 Jan-
vary 1986 VP44 participated in sew
eral exercises, tracked challenging tar-
gets, and enjoyed varied and interest-
ing detachmenmts to Panama, France,
Iceland, Crete, Italy, the United King-
Continued va Page 2



VP-44 —
Continved from Page 1

dom and Ascension Islands.

During the 1986 st-home-cycle,
VP-44 continued their professional
cross-decking program, routinely as-
signing personnel to other ASW com-
munities including numerous sub-
marines, Carrier Air Wings and Al
Force Surveillance Commands. In
August, VP-44 participated in the
most comprebensive Northern Wed-
ding exercise in recent history, Aftera
rapid-paced  at-home-cycle, the
“Golden Pelicans" departed for de-
ployment 1o Keflavik, Iceland in
November 1986,

The entire deployment was high-
lighted by extensive ASW and ASUW
operutions. Significant achievements,
in addition to high tempo ASW oper-
ations, included the first-ever opera-
tional deployment of the AN/APS 137
ISAR Radar, total integration of a
Master Augment Unit reserve aircrew,
and introduction of SAT-COM (Satel-
lite Communication) equipment. In
addition, the Golden Pelicans con-
ducted several joint operations with
allied and NATO Forces as well as Air
Force Commands. Always prepared,
on Christmas morning of 1986, the
Golden Pelicans launched two air-
crews 1o assist a sinking Ioelandic fish-
ing vessel, Their search and rescue ef-
forts were instrumental in the saving
of five lives,

Returning to Brunswick in May of
1987, the squadron completed an ag-
gressive  at-home-training-cycle,
which culminated in superior Com-
mand Inspection results. Most impres-
sive of all, however, was the squadron
Mining Readiness Certification In-
spection (MRCI), in which the Gold-
en Pelicans were first in the VP force
W exccute formation mining tactics.
The Golden Pelicans set a world
record in precision mining accuracy,
successfully demonstrating to the fieet
the feasibility of precision formation
flying in a hostile mining environ-
ment.

June 1988 saw the Golden Pelicans
begin their second split site Rota/La-

Jes deployment and become the first
squadron to deploy to the Mediter-
ranean theater with the AN/APS-137
Inverse Syathetic Apertare Radar (1S-
ARY}. This technologically advanced
radar brought a significantly enhanced
over-the-horizon (OTH) targeting ca-
pability to the Mediterranean and
made the Golden Pelicans key players
in the protection of the deployed Bat-
the Group in the ASUW role.

In July, VP-44, slways an innovator
In fixed-wing patrol, became the first
squindron 1o receive Tactical Receive
(TRE) equipment. For their superior
efforts as watchdog of the Atlantic and
Gatekeeper of the Medilerrancan, the
Golden Pelicans recieved the presti-
gious “Hook 'Em™ award for ASW
Excellence from Commander, Sixth
Fleet

The Golden Pelicans returned to
Brunswick in December of 1988. In
February, the squadron returned to the
tradition-rich logo, proudly reviving
the original “Budman.” The 1989
home cycle was highlighted by an out-
standing retention program that was
recognized by Commander Patrol
Wing FIVE and carned VP-44 the
“Golden Orion Award" for the First
Quarter Fiscal Year 1989 and the cov-
eted “Bronze Anchor Award™ for the
Fiscal Year 1989,

November of 1989 saw the Budmen
depart Brunswick for their new de-
ployment site, Keflavik, lceland. Af-
ter several manning level adjustments,
VP44 became the first patrol
squadron to deploy with oaly eight air-
craft and eleven aircrews. As the year
came 1o a close, the squadron had as-
sumed its role as the backbone of the
NATO ASW force that keeps a vigi-
lant watch over the North Atlantic and
the Norwegian Sea.

As the winter in Keflavik reached
its full height, Patrof Squadron 44 con-
tinued to meel all of its operational
commitments. In May of 1990, the
“Golden Pelicans” returned to their
familics and friends al NAS Bruns-
wick with an exceptionally successful
deployment to their credit,







MPA Symposium 2017

| went to the MPS Symposium yesterday and once again it was outstanding. The unclassified brief was
excellent and the Heritage Presentation was even better. | will send out the dates for 2018 as soon as
they become available.

As you exit the T-Bar at NAS JAX, look above the doors to your left, they now have a VP-44 Pelican
decal to add to the rest of them.

Seeking Information

My name is Liz Provence. | am the daughter of Dan Provence who served with the Golden Pelicans
during the '80s as a sub-hunter.

Unfortunately, my dad passed away on May 4th of this year. It was sudden and unexpected. I'm writing to
find out some information about my dad's time in the Navy and hopefully find some photos of him during
his time in service. He always talked about how much fun he'd had in the Navy, but we have no photos of
that time at all. Thank you for taking the time to read. | look forward to hearing back and getting some
information about his time with the Navy.

Thanks again,
Liz Provence bloodwolfck@gmail.com



mailto:bloodwolfck@gmail.com

Data Base & Newsletter

| know this is repeated from pastne ws | et t e r s b5byeats since |'did it ldseaadrepeating it for all
new to our association.

I have almost 750 email addresses in the data base that | use to mail out the newsletter along with all
those on the VP44 Facebook group, plus another 80 that | send via snail mail. Please keep me updated
as to any changes to your important information. For those that are new to the newsletter | have my
email addresses broke into groups of no more than 30 and they run from LM1 through LM25. This

\

pleases the AOL Spam godsandithel ps me track t he Ifeyouaniolldratherdoat ki ck b
receive the newsletter please let me know and | will remove you from the mailing list.

| run into contact problems every time | send out the newsletter when your email address changes and

you don’t |l et me know. If | have a mailing address |
email change. Il " m missing a |l ot of contact informati ol

your information is up to date. | can either send you the current roster ($8.00 for printing and mailing) or
check with me and | will give you the pass word to access it off the home page.

'No arsenal, or no weapon in the arsenals of the world, is as formidable as the will and moral

courage of free men and women.'
~ Ronald Reagan

'If we ever forget that we're one nation under GOD,
then we will be a nation gone under.’
-Ronald Reagan

“Be polite, be professional, but have a plan to kill everybody you meet.”

“I come in peace. I didn’t bring any artillery. But I’'m pleading with you, with tears in my eyes:
If you f*** with me, I'll kill you all.”

General “Mad Dog” James Mattis, USMC(ret)

AWhen ever yt lgoingggaisseyeunyememiwer thaethe airplane takes off against the

wi nd, n o~tHemnyiFordh Ameticandndustrialist, Founder of Ford Motor Company

Enjoy the summer and stay safe in your travels,

Gene

Gene R. Toffolo, AX2,December 1965-April 1969
Administrative Chief, Sales Coordinator

Reunion Chairman: 2007 Indianapolis, 2012 NAS Pensacola,
2016 NAS Jacksonville

1016 Egret Way

Lake Park, GA 31636-2759

Home 229-559-7959

Cell 317-201-4261

Email genejanjay@aol.com Pelican Shop vp44paxmd@aol.com
URL: vp44goldenpelicans.com



